July 27, 2007

visited Foster Township staying at both the
Clayton House and the Foster Inn.

| am pleased to congratulate the citizens of
Foster Township on this special occasion. |
thank them for their contributions to this great
nation. May God bless Foster Township!

————
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Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to share in the celebra-
tion of LCpl Mathew Liberto’s homecoming.
Mat serves honorably with the 3rd Battalion,
14th Marines, 4th Marine Division out of Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania. He has just returned
from a deployment to Al-Qaim and a forward-
operating base near Waleed on the Syrian
border.

Today, his employer, New Jersey Manufac-
turers Insurance Company (NJM) is officially
welcoming Mat home with all the pomp and
circumstance deserved by a great American
hero. He will be honored for his service along
with his fellow employee, Joseph Bethea of
Morrisville, Pennsylvania, a National Guard
Flight Operations Sergeant with the 150th
General Support Aviation Battalion of the 42nd
Infantry Division. Joe also recently returned
from deployment to Iraq.

| commend these gentlemen for their com-
mitment to the ideals of freedom and liberty
and to the sacrifices they have made that
make it possible for those ideals to exist in our
lives today. | also commend New Jersey Man-
ufacturers Insurance Company, which is today
treating these men to a hero’s welcome. Not
only did the employees of NJM take the time
to correspond regularly with their deployed
colleagues, they also sent them and their units
care packages. This compassion and commu-
nity is the strength of our national fabric, and
it is an honor to share their story for posterity.
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an
honor for me to rise today to recognize Dr.
Charlie McFarland for being honored with a
President’s Call to Service Award from the
President’'s Council on Service and Civic Par-
ticipation.

The award, presented by former quarter-
back and Heisman Trophy winner Danny
Wauerffel, honors Dr. McFarland’s years of vol-
unteer service. The majority of his efforts have
been dedicated to the Special Olympics pro-
gram which he not only created for Okaloosa
County but helped begin for the State of Flor-
ida and even the Nation.

McFarland took his first group of disabled
students to Special Olympics games in South
Carolina in 1969. After seeing how beneficial
the program was for that first group of 20 stu-
dents, the school district applied for a charter
from the Kennedy Foundation for the State of
Florida. The charter was approved and in
1970 Florida held its first games, with 20
counties participating.

Over the years, McFarland has taken every
opportunity to raise greater awareness of the
program and raise much needed funds for it.
He has convinced such big-name artists as
Kenny Rogers, Alabama, Reba McEntire, Glen
Campbell, the Oak Ridge Boys and the late
Lewis Gizzard to perform or support the local
program, has successfully lobbied NASA and
Congress to allow Col. Dick Covey to take the
Special Olympics flag on the space shuttle
Discovery, and has helped the special edu-
cation Silver Sand School obtain both a new
track and pool.

In 1993, Dr. McFarland was named one of
the charter members of the Florida Special
Olympics Hall of Fame, and has kept serving
with the Special Olympics even after he retired
as an educator in 1995.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United
States Congress, | am proud to honor Dr.
Charlie McFarland for his tireless contributions
to the Special Olympics program.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize
MSgt. John D. Seaman, Jr., from St. Peters-
burg, Florida. The son of Shirley and John
Seaman of Inverness, Florida, Sergeant Sea-
man was born in Greenwich, Connecticut on
July 23, 1959, and moved to St. Petersburg,
Florida, in July 1964. He attended schools in
St. Petersburg, as well as Maryland, Virginia,
and North Carolina, while his father was sta-
tioned in the United States Coast Guard.

A 1977 graduate of Northeast High School
in St. Petersburg, Sergeant Seaman worked
and attended junior college for several years
before enlisting in the Air Force in 1982. In
1984, Sergeant Seaman transferred to the
Florida Air National Guard and joined the
290th Combat Communications Squadron,
where he was assigned as a Satellite Commu-
nications Technician. Since then he has held
numerous communications positions and been
promoted throughout the ranks of the Florida
Guard.

Throughout his military career, Sergeant
Seaman has played an important role in many
of the conflicts in which the United States mili-
tary has taken part. He was in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, during Operation Desert Storm, rede-
signed the communications architecture re-
quired for the invasion of Afghanistan, and
was deployed to the Philippines for the start of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Today Sergeant
Seaman serves as the Transmissions Branch
Superintendent assigned to the 290th Joint
Communications Support Squadron, MacDill
AFB, Florida.

A devoted family man, Sergeant Seaman is
married to the former Kathleen R. Felton of
Clifton, New Jersey, and they have two sons,
John David and Michael Robert. A volunteer in
his community, Sergeant Seaman is also an
assistant coach for AA minor league baseball
for North East Little League.

Madam Speaker, it is soldiers like MSgt.
John Seaman, Jr., who volunteer to protect
the freedoms that all Americans hold dear to
their hearts. While brave men and women like
John serve in the name of freedom and lib-
erty, his family, friends and loved ones should
know that this Congress will never forget his
sacrifice and commitment.
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